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Press release n° 4







November 24th 2006

Exhibition:
 
Komikazen: 2° Internation Festival of Reality Comics 
Curators:

Gianluca Costantini  and Elettra Stamboulis 
Location: 
Mirada Art Gallery 


Via Mazzini 83 – 48100 Ravenna


Museo d'Arte della città di Ravenna - Loggetta Lombardesca

Via di Roma 13 - 48100 Ravenna 

CSA Spartaco, Via Chiavica Romea n. 88 – Ravenna

Liceo Artistico P.L. Nervi via Tombesi dall’Ova – Ravenna 

Organisers:
Mirada Association and Councillorship to Youth Policies of the Municipality and Province of Ravenna
Duration:

2 – 17 December 2006 exhibition and meeting Raul (Spain)
Saturday December the 2nd at 6 p.m. the last opening of the year for the International Festival of Reality Comics Komikazen at the Mirada Art Gallery in via Mazzini 83 in Ravenna: after the successful exhibition of the Italian cartoonist Giardino here comes a Spanish master of illustration, Raúl. Before the opening Raúl will meet the public together with the writer and intellectual Tahar Lamri, Algerian now living in Ravenna.
Born in 1960, Raúl belongs to the generation that still remembers Franco’s Spain but which has lived through the benefits and contradictions of democratic Spain. Working on a steady bases with the daily paper El Pais from 1986 to 1998, he has moreover published two important comic books: the graphic novel Berlin 1931 and the travel journal Ventanas a occidente (Windows on the west), a reportage on the changes of the Sovier Union a few months before the disgregation of the socialist country. Both books were written by Felipe H. Cava, paramount script writer and charismatic symbol of Spanish drawn words.
It is a precious opportunity to appreciate the extraordinary work of the cartoonist, whose strips are true paintings, in our country: his work has not yet been published in Italy, with the exception of a short story which appeared on the review Mano in the past and the story published on the catalogue of the exhibition, describing with pressing quotations the main events of Algeria’s post colonial history.
The versatile work of Raúl ranges from animated cartoons (he also worked with Hanna and Barbera) to synthetic and communicative drawings for the press, to advertisement and sculpture. This aspect shows how difficult it is to include the artist in a specific category: whatever definition is too tight and restrictive.
The exhibition can be visited until December the 17th during the opening hours of the gallery or on prior arrangement (available to school classes also).

Text of the catalogue by Elettra Stamboulis. Catalogue published by Fernandel Editore, Ravenna.

Biography 
Raúl (Madrid 1960) started working when very young as a steady cartoonist at El Pais daily paper: eclectic and versatile, using all the techniques of drawing and plastic arts, he experimented many forms of artistic expression. His sculptures, for instance, have been on show at Madrid Contemporary Art Museum and his works are in the permanent collection of the Spin Tower in Shangai. As a cartoonist he has created several short stories appearing regularly in the magazines Madriz, Medios Revueltos, El Cairo, Le Cheval sans Tête and occasionally in many others. His most important graphic works are doubtlessly those made in cooperation with script writer Felipe H. Cava: graphic novel Berlin 1931 was succesfully translated in french and in german, while the visual diary Ventanas a occidente (Windows on the west) was presented in France and attracted great interest from the public and the critics thanks to its highly experimental graphic structure. 
He presently works with La Razón and La Vanguardia daily papers.
He took part in collective and personal exhibitions in all continents. He lives and works in Madrid.
Synthetic Bibliography 
Berlín 1931 (Graphic novel)

Spanish edition: 1991 (Editorial Casset)

French editions: 1998, 1999, 2000 (Amok Editions)

German edition: 2001 (Avant - Verlag)

Raúl, fe de erratas  (Comics)

Spanish edition: 1992 (Editorial Casset)

Raúl, cuaderno perplejo (Illustrations)

Spanish edition: 1993 (Editorial Casset)

French edition, enlarged: 2002 (Fremok Editions)

Ventanas a Occidente (Comics reportage)
Spanish edition: 1994 ( Ministero della Cultura - Luca Editorial - El Ojo Clínico)

French edition: 1995 (Amok Editions)

Angulo el Malo (theatrical play )

Spanish edition: 1998 (Camarasa y Mac Diego Editores)

Baisers de Papier (Illustrations for children)

French edition: 2001 (Editions Thierry Magnier)

Pertinencias (Caricaturs)

Colombian / Spanish edition 2005 (Edizione Pataphysícas de la Candelaria )

December 2nd h 6 p.m. Mirada Art Gallery – exhibition of original plates by the author. The artist meets his public and is interviewed by Tahar Lamri.

9 original pencil drawings will be available for sale. 

GRAS organic – solidal cocktail (for further information on the GRAS group see www.spartaco.org/gras)
Opening hours of the art gallery: Tuesday to Sunday from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday only also from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Other times on prior arrangement.
Associazione Mirada

Via Mazzini 83 - 48100 Ravenna Tel ++39.0544217359 Fax ++39.0544590810 info@mirada.it  http://www.mirada.it/komikazen
