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24 August 2006

Event:
 
Komikazen: 2nd International Reality Comic Festival
Curators:

Gianluca Costantini and Elettra Stamboulis 
Locations: 
Mirada Art Gallery


Via Mazzini 83 – 48100 Ravenna


Ravenna City Art Museum - Loggetta Lombardesca

Via di Roma 13 - 48100 Ravenna 

CSA Spartaco, Via Chiavica Romea n. 88 - Ravenna

Organising bodies:
Mirada Association and Councillorship for Youth Policy of the Municipality and Province of Ravenna
Period:

12 October 2006 – 29 October 2006 Exhibition performance by Danijel Zezelj
Thursday 12 October at 9.30 pm the Komikazen 2nd year – International Reality Comic Festival opens with the Croatian artist Danijel Zezelj and a visual and musical performance with the American musician Jessica Lurie. 

The performance will be the prelude to the exhibition dedicated to Zezelj, which opens on 13 October at 6 pm in via Mazzini 83, located in the new Mirada Art Gallery. This will therefore be the exhibition that opens not only the second year of Komikazen in its new form, but also the Mirada Gallery. 

The multimedia performance City Dreams Inc sees Jessica Lurie and Andrew Drury interact with Danijel Zezelj in a ritual narration of sound and painting. The combination of painting and music enhances the temporal and sensual dimension of painting and adds a visual frame to the music. The spectators inevitably construct their own private narrative sequence and produce their own meaning. The free jazz spirit, renewed by Balkan, Brazilian, Cuban and funky influences gives life to the stage. The painting (black and white acrylics on boards, walls, canvas or other base…) combines the mural expressionism of graffiti with the atmosphere of silent films of the thirties. Figurative art grows from the abstract, following a precise narrative thread. The brushes and rollers create sounds and themselves become musical elements. The public has described the experience of City Dreams Inc as “a slow motion cartoon” and “eavesdropping a collective dream”. The structure of the is obviously prepared, but there is room for improvisation, experimentation, changes and errors, in which a basic element is the unforeseeable influence of the public. As Fellini once said in an old interview, speaking in fact about Zezelj, the secret suggestion of the comic is that of the immobility of butterflies pierced by pins.
The exhibition of original works by Zezelj will present a selection of original artworks taken from Stray Dogs, edited by the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum of Boston, and curated by Pieranna Cavalchini. The dreamy style, taut between the decadent futurism of post industrial settings, and focussing of minimal stories often centred on the alienation arising from migration to a new country, make this a work bordering between a reality comic and an art book. On the other hand Zezelj has accustomed us to his moving between more classical narratives and poetic research in the pictorial sequence. The author will also give a seminar at the Mirada Art Gallery (entry by booking) on the occasion of his stay in Ravenna.  

Text in the catalogue of Sergio Nazzaro. Catalogue edited by Fernandel Editore, Ravenna.

Danijel Zezelj is a graphic artist, illustrator and author of more than twenty graphic novels. Of Croatian origin, he now lives in the USA but previously lived in our country for a number of years. Arriving in 1992 at the time of the start of the war in his country of origin, in Italy he published important novels in comic form and short stories, quickly becoming a point of reference for the demanding public. His graphic style, highly expressive and influenced by his declared love for Muñoz, fascinated even Federico Fellini, who wrote the introduction to the graphic novel the rhythm of the heart, published by Edizioni del Grifo. His comics and illustrations have appeared in a number magazines and anthologies in Europe and the United States. His work has been published by DC Comics/Vertigo, Marvel Comics, The New York Times Book Review, Harper’s Magazine, The San Francisco Guardian, Washington Chronicle, etc. www.dzezelj.com
Jessica Lurie is a musician and composer that performs internationally with the Timptons Sax Quartet, the Living Daylights Trio and the Jessica Lurie Ensemble. She has recorded more than thirty CDs and worked with numerous artists including Bill Frisell, Ne Zhdali, The Indigo Girls, Nels Cline, James Bond Ulmer, Kenny Wolleson, DJ Logic, Zeno de Rossi and others. www.jessicalurie.com
Andrew Drury is a percussionist and composer whose work distinguishes itself for its lyricism and adventurous spirit. He has worked with Michel Doneda, Myra Melford, Chris Speed and Jack Wright among others. www.andrewdrury.com
12 October 9.30 pm CSA Spartaco via Chiavica Romea 88 – Ravenna

Multimedia Performance City of dreams INC

JESSICA LURIE saxophones / accordion / voice

ANDREW DRURY drums / percussion

DANIJEL ZEZELJ painting in acrylics / brushes/ rollers 

13 October 10 am workshop meeting with the author at the Mirada Art Gallery. Booking is necessary for the workshop. Send personal details to info@mirada.it. The enrolment fee is 25 Euros. 

13 October 6 pm MIRADA ART GALLERY via Mazzini 83 – Ravenna

Danijel Zezelj CITY OF DREAMS, exhibition of original artworks by the author and opening of the gallery. The exhibition will be open until 29 October. 

Mirada Association

Via Mazzini 83 

48100 Ravenna

Tel 3464925633 /3295372762

Fax 0544 – 590810

mirada@tele2.it  http://www.mirada.it
